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Love, love, love, love, love

Father Kenneth Gerard Collumkille Sleyman, MM

Tenshi College is my “dream job” because | get to talk
about love all the time! | am a nurse faculty member teaching in
the Department of Nursing at Tenshi College and | am a Catholic
priest so | also teach Religion in the college and conduct
Masses, retreats, etc. for the students, faculty and staff. Since
| was a child | remember Jesus saying, “to love one another,”
but it wasn’t until growing up that | realized why Jesus said it.
He said it because people don’t really love one another. Hence,
when the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Mary set out on their
mission of teaching by establishing Tenshi College in 1947 they
decided to teach about God through love. Their motto was,
“through love to truth.” It is a very simple formula.

But honestly | have found teaching love in Japan is a
bit complicated because Japanese rarely ever say the word
love in normal day to day parlance. Whilst on the other
side of our planet in the USA, love is used all the time in
conversations. Family members tell one another they love
each other multiple times a day and mothers kiss their children
before sleeping saying the magic words, “I love you.” Phone
conversations between friends usually end with “love you”
instead of “goodbye.” Nurses and doctors use the word “love” in
conversations about treatment; love is the ambience of care.

Why do | like talking about love all the time? | guess the
answer to that question goes back to my childhood where |
learned about love. Concerning that, I'd like to quote a favorite
saying of mine by Albert Einstein: “Learning is experience.
Everything else is just information.” So, | learned love the hard
way through experience.

When | was born | had two medical problems. First, my
blood type (B-negative) was incompatible with my mother’s
blood type (B-positive) so | nearly died a few hours after birth.
A smart midwife-nurse Mrs. Smith saved my life by noticing my
strange color and she called the doctor. “Dr. Anderson, little
Kenny has turned green. | think you better come in and check
his condition.” Dr. Anderson came in the middle of the night and
gave me multiple blood transfusions to save my life. | stayed in
the hospital for 3 months and after that incident | didn’t smile
for a whole year. Dr. Anderson thought | had brain damage. | do
not remember anything from that experience except that now
my favorite color is green.

The other problem | had was in-toeing (pigeon toes)

which required surgery and |
had to wear foot-abduction
braces until | was 10 years
old. My mother took me to
rehabilitation every Saturday
for 10 years. Ergo, | mostly
learned how to love from my
mother who fought for me to
be normal.

Now | walk fine but it

because someone loving loved me back to health. To encourage
me when | was a child Mom often would read me bedtime
stories about overcoming challenges. One of her favorite stories
was The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams. It is a story
about the love between a little boy and his favorite toy rabbit.
The little boy treated the toy rabbit like he was a real rabbit. The
little boy took his rabbit everywhere and played so hard with him
that he started to lose his shape and not even look like a rabbit
anymore except to the little boy who loved him so much. Mom
told me that story to encourage me and tell me that to her | am
already whole and okay because she loved me.

| think | wanted to become a nurse and then a priest too
because of the great love of my mother, of my midwife-nurse
Mrs. Smith and Dr. Anderson who loved me back to health.
That difficult experience as a child with tough love invigorates
me in my teaching our Tenshi College students how to love
themselves, how to love their friends, how to love the patients
entrusted to their care and how to love God.

For me life has come full circle. | was born and cared for
by love and now | get to teach it as an instructor of Nursing and
as a Catholic priest at Tenshi College. | love working at Tenshi
College it is my dream come true place to work. | think God sent
me here and | am very happy now living in a loving place like
Tenshi College in Sapporo, Japan.

| guess | have learned that whilst Japanese do not use the
word “love” in daily parlance they do “love” as much as people
in the USA and like the little boy in The Velveteen Rabbit story
Japanese’ love is more often showed by actions and presence
more than by words. It is a beautiful. Thinking about it our
teaching method at Tenshi College closely follows the Einstein
methodology of learning love like mentoring and coaching
by staff and faculty, and by clinical experience in the hospital
with families and patients. Also, our students learn about love
through their friendships with classmates during the activities
at the college like Songfest, College Carnival, Sports Day,
Professional Retreats, Assembly Hours, Chapel Hours, Easter
Mass and Christmas Mass experiences built into the yearly
curriculum.

Love learning is pivotal to the curriculum at Tenshi College
and | am proud to be part of Tenshi College.
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